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* Review – where are we, who is Jesus talking with, what section are we in, last week, etc. 

 

• Matthew 5:38-42 

Just jumping right into this, what does this feel like? 

When you have read this before, what are some of your thoughts? What conclusions do you come to? 

 

This morning we will be looking at the last 2 light/heavy statements by Jesus 

And in these last two statements there are possibly hints at 2 different groups that were prominent in Jesus’ day 

The Zealots, and the Essenes 

I don’t know if there is any direction evidence, and I have not read any commentary to the like, but these two last 

sections to me hint at these two groups and their thinking 

The 1
st
, an eye for an eye, the Zealots, and the 2

nd
, hate your enemy, the Essenes 

If nothing else, it will give us some background on them that we can draw on as the story unfolds 

 

Background on the Zealots: 
- Babylon & Diaspora in 587 BC (Jeremiah) 

- King Cyrus and the return in 537BC or so (Ezra & Nehemiah) 

- Hebrew language somewhat lost, Temple lost, Jerusalem lost 

- Around 150’s BC the Hasmoneans (Macabees) take back country, revival of sorts, Hebrew restored, Temple, etc. 

- Some that felt the Priests under this time were corrupt and unworthy, refused the Temple 

- Solidified a number of groups, namely the Zealots and the Essenes 

- Zealots Philosophy – ONE GOD PERIOD, ANYONE ELSE IS AN INFIDEL 

- God alone is King, He alone should receive a tribute…not Rome, not anybody else 

- Zealot in Hebrew is derived from the word Jealous – for the Torah and God Himself 

- They are Patriots, fanatical Patriots, and haters of any foreign power or those that assist them 

- Developed into the Sicarii = The Assasins, sworn for life 

- Literally carried a small curved sword on them at all times, would come up behind Romans & cut their throats 

- Eventually turned on their own coutrymen for not fighting against the sinful infidels 

 

Now, with that let’s look at our passage 

 

• Matthew 5:38-39a 

First, where does this Eye for Eye thing come from? 

From Torah 

 

Let’s wrestle with this comment first, “Do not resist an evil person…” 

What does this mean? 

We have to understand this first or the rest makes no sense 

Jesus will give 4 examples, but they all rely on this statement 

1. First of all, is this passage about PACIFISM? 

Tolstoy really popularized this thinking, but this is not a Hebrew thought and never was 

The Talmud even says, “If someone comes to kill you, anticipate him and kill him first.” 

Hebrew literature does not teach this thinking of Pacifism so it is hard to believe Jesus stands alone 

2. Jesus Himself warns His own Disciples 

In Luke 22 we find out Jesus’ own disciples are armed and Jesus does not have an issue with it 

In fact, in the same chapter Jesus even suggests they purchase swords 

3. In Matthew 5 in the first light/heavy, Jesus quoting Torah says “Do not Murder”, not do not kill 

These are totally different words 

4. Romans 12:9 says, “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.” 

James 4:7 says, “Resist the Devil” 



He simply cannot mean do not resist evil as that is inconsistent with how He behaved and Scripture 

5. Again Hebrew and the Hebrew text is our real answer 

Jesus is quoting partially from Psalms and Proverbs 

• Psalm 37:1,8 (fret = compete meaning with anger) 

• Proverbs 24:19 

Literal translation in modern English would be do not COMPETE with evildoers 

The context here is neighbors…in other words, do not try to vie with a neighbor that has wronged you 

Jesus isn’t saying just lie down in the face of evil…just think about Him in the Desert for 40 days 

The issue is trying to “get back at” someone who has wronged you 

A quarrelsome neighbor, a contentious acquaintance 

• Proverbs 24:28-29 Do not be a witness against your neighbor without cause, And do not deceive with your lips. 
29

 Do not say, “Thus I shall do to him as he has done to me; I will render to the man according to his work.” 

 This is not a principle we apply to a rapist, a murdered, a person of violence, an enemy on the battle field, maybe not 

even someone just on the street 

This is about brotherly relationships…neighbors 

Respond to a neighbor in such a way that it disarms him 

• Proverbs 25:21-22 (17-18, 20) 

 

Once we understand verse 39a in the context of a neighbor, the rest makes sense 

Each verse is an example of how we ought to relate to an angry, hostile neighbor 

• Matthew 5:39 

Slapping someone on face = really equivalent to insulting and embarrassing you 

• Matthew 5:40 (tunic – inside garment, and cloak – outside garment) 

• Matthew 5:41 

Force = force into service 

Mile = Roman mile (milion) 

Roman times, a soldier was allowed to force a passerby to carry his gear 1 mile 

Milestones everywhere, particularly on the Via Maris route – show picture of Capernaum Roman milestone 

The Romans LIVED in Jesus town…He considered them His neighbors…can you imagine? 

• I Thes. 5:15 

• I Peter 3:9 

• Romans 12:14, 17-19 

• Matthew 5:42 

So what does this mean? Don’t you feel a twinge of guilt every time you say no to someone? 

This is actually a form of Hebrew poetry…doesn’t rhyme at the end like ours, they do it poetically in doubles 

They call it parallelism…2 statements that actually mean the exact same thing 

So in this case, what is the parallel of ASK?  

Ask = borrorw 

In Hebrew ASK can actually also mean BORROW (in addition to make a request and ask a question) 

Borrow has 2 meanings: 

a) Borrow something like a book that needs to be RETURNED ITSELF, 

b) or say borrowing money or sugar that is RETURNED IN KIND 

In this verse we have BOTH BORROWS 

Again, this is another illustration of verse 39 

And again, this verse really has nothing to do with giving 

It is about relations with your neighbor 

 

We are not just suppose to give our things away with no discernment whatsoever 

Jesus Himself spoke of the Parable of the 10 Talents and being wise 

Jesus Himself in Luke says we are to invest wisely into the Kingdom in order to bring people to salvation 

But how we relate and disarm our hostile neighbors is a different thing 

Remember Matthew 5:14 – You are THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

Our role with the world is to illuminate…and we do it through our love and generosity and kindness 

 


